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1. Overall Description:

SA5 wants to thank CN4 for the LS N4‑021100/S5‑020544, that informs about a technical problem with respect to GPRS Charging Characteristics, and would like to provide the following comments. 

In SA5’s understanding, the problem described by CN4 is caused by protocol specific issues of GTP and MAP, that are outside of the expertise of SA5.  However, understanding that those issues cause a charging error, SA5’s position is that such problems should be fixed in the earliest applicable 3GPP release, which would be Rel‑99 where the GPRS Charging Characteristics have been first specified.  However, as the Charging Characteristics have been modified significantly in Rel‑4, SA5 would agree to CN4 rectifying the issue from Rel‑4 onwards.

SA5 further assumes that in a situation where an SGSN receives Charging Characteristics both from the old SGSN and the HLR upon inter‑SGSN RAU, it will apply the Charging Characteristics received from the old SGSN to the PDP context.

2. Actions:

To CN4 group.

ACTION: 
SA5 SWGB kindly asks the CN4 group to perform the modifications to the specifications under CN4 responsibility as described above.  If CN4 agree to this proposal, SA5 would be happy to receive confirmation via email to the above contact person.
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